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SCORECARDS: 1 - COMPETITIVE GOLF: 
INDIVIDUAL MEDAL STROKEPLAY
David Weston, the former secretary of Enmore Park GC, writes the first in a series of the correct way to mark a scorecard - Competitive golf: Individual Medal Strokeplay. 
Secretary At Work: September 2011 (revised March 2016)
For the benefit of the PLAYER and those members of the Competitions Committee or Professional Staff who have to check that Cards in all types of competitions, it is important that they have been correctly marked and submitted. This sequence of illustrations has been devised to try to ensure that all Competitive Cards fulfil the requirements of the Rules of Golf.

In those Competitions where a computer is in use, the computer will total the Medal score, calculate the Stableford score or work out the Bogey/Par result. 

The two most common errors are:

a) Something other than, or in addition to, the GROSS SCORE is included in the box for the Player, or the gross score is absent.

b) The Markers Gross score is not in the column provided, but is elsewhere on the Card.
The following 6 examples are given. For each there is an explanation sheet and an example of a card.

1) Individual Medal  
2) Individual Stableford  (Ladies & Gents for differing Stroke indices) (library doc: 1071)
3) Individual Par/Bogey  (library doc: 1078)
4) Bowmaker (3-Ball Team)  (library doc: 1084)
5) Pro-Am 4-Ball Team  (library doc: 1088)
6) 4 Ball Better Ball Pairs  (library doc: 1093) 
Note  There is no copyright on these illustrations. They may be copied, displayed or transmitted in written or electronic form.

A significant number of cards are being received that are incorrectly marked. The following series of articles will explain the responsibilities of the committee and the player together with examples of correctly marked cards.

The committee (Rule 33) are responsible for:

1.
The start sheet.

2.
Providing a score card with

3.
The date and name of the competitor.

4.
The addition of the player’s gross score.

5.
The application of the player’s handicap.

The player (Rule 6) is responsible under penalty of disqualification for:

1.
Recording his/her current handicap on the card.

2.
Starting at the time authorised by the committee.

3.
Having a personal identification mark on his/her ball.

4.
Ensuring that the marker has recorded the correct gross score for each hole.

5.
Ensuring that the card has been signed by the marker and countersigned by the player that the gross score for each hole is correct.

It is unrealistic to expect a volunteer committee to make out every card during the competitive season. Most golfers will take only a minute or so to fill in the following details on their card, and their help in this way is much appreciated. Each player is therefore requested to: 

Before playing:

1.
Sign the start book and note their number.

2.
Pay the entry fee and optional 2s prior to starting.

3.
Enter his/her name on the computer for the current competition.

4.
Legibly print his/her name and entry number on the card, together with the date, time and handicap in the spaces provided.

After playing:

1.
Check that the gross score for each hole is correct. 

Tip: If both cards have been filled in correctly, by placing column D on one card against column A on the other it is easy to see if the gross score on each hole tallies.

2.
Add up the total for each 9 holes, total the round, then subtract the handicap to produce the net score. 

3.
Check that marker and player have signed the card.

4.
Enter the gross score on each hole on the computer, and check both the gross and net totals are correct.

5.
Press accept on the computer and place the card in the correct box.

Always submit your card, even if it is no return (N/R) as the volunteer finishing the competition needs the number of entries to tally with the cards received in order to calculate the CSS of the day.

Tip: To submit an N/R on the computer, type in N/R as the gross score for hole 1 and simply accept the score. If you have had a 2 in the N/R, ensure it has been recorded on the correct hole.

The following is an example of how to correctly mark a card.

David Weston is the former secretary of Enmore Park GC
[This document is prepared for guidance and is accurate at the date of publication only. The GCMA will not accept any liability (in negligence or otherwise) arising from any member or third party acting, or refraining from acting, on the information contained in this document.]
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